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Dear lielpmate:

Iiwas saying to Lew Coakes, yesterday, it was time for another Help-
mate newsletter. Yesterday was actually sunday September 28th when
Jerri and I had joined Lew at the iurora ioose Lodze celebrating the
robing of a Pilgrim of the iwose, Lew and I are both Pilgrims so we
were privileged to join in the happy event, Lew's health is not the
best, but he is doing better. Lie has to contend with the effects of a
stroke, but of more immediate concern is a sugar condition.....There
was a "mini-reunion" of "C' IStry in August. oy Roeser, Clair Schneider
and Carol went from Illinois and were joined in Virginia by Dick and
Sophie doulihan from :siichigan, Ray and rlarge Crismond from Fennsylvania,
John and Jjoan dightingale from wew York, Len and lidge Leggett from
Ohio, Gerry and hargaret otensbery from wWisconsin and of course Pappy
and Shirley Dawson in Fredricksburg, Virginia. On sheir return, TIgiT
and Roy gave Jerri and me a running account of the wonderful time,
complete with gobs of pictures. cerri and I were so sorry we couldn't
have joined them, but it caujht us at abad time. Our business is in an
expansion program and our sons needed us to sit in on negotiations and
we like to feel needed, anyway. da! At any rate, the continuing desire
of the 284th to get together is proof we really enjoy something special
in our organization. Guess that feeling of unity made us one of the
best darned battalions in the army. ‘'here are quite a few of you that
receive our newsletters that have never participated in a reunion and
to you I want to say something special, "t this stage in our lives the
future is not the most certain thing and I want to ursge each and every-
one of you to have second thoughts about missing a single chance to
reune with ielpmate"., Come of you have written, "jee, Ronni,I just
wouldn't know anyone, aftcr all these years", lell, my eanswer has to be,
"there is usually 20 to 25 wmembers of each battery on hand and wouldn't
it be great to spend % wonderful days with whom you went through so much"?
«eseoam hopeful all the medical Letachment will join us at St. Louis.
Capt. Kittell has promised to make every effort to attend, inspite of
the uncertain nature of his health. Ur. Jonn sSummers is chairman of the
reunion and bklmer Siegel is close enouxh (.uincy) to lend a hand. Al
Desonaco has promised to cowe and & faint hint of his coming came from
Dave Fuckett. am hoping Fodolsky, .amel and Jarbo make it, too. Jarbo
should have no excuse for he live so close to 3t. Touis (Valles mines,
l.o.). The three Medics not named are Feinour, TFiske and Wardenski wno
have all passed away.....In talking to Lr. Sumumers he tells me plans
are under way and there is no lack of thin:s to entertain us in St. Louis.
ilmer Forcade has volunteered to work witi suamers which will ease the
burden and we shouldn't for:et somm's wife "Iabe" who will carry her
share, Before this bulletin is put in the mail, the exact date of the
reunion will be announced so reud on.....anyone with mazazine, newspaper
or Veteran connections, Jlcase send in an announcenent.....dith all the
$ood news also comes the bud., rat _ntile phoned this in. Remember
Clarence Wilkinson, .uker otry igent, taat singlehandedly invaded the
etz Forts? Clarence pussed away culy Tth, awaitin: a heart transplant
that failed to arrive in time. iore recently, - lmer .ill lost his wife,
Gino, ilmer called me and we had a zood cry tosether,....Summing up our
losses, over the years, we have lost 74 men since starting our reunions
and the prospect of adding to our roster, at this late date, is pretty
slim, It would help to locute recent drops frow our mailing list, \here
can we find: Thos., Callahan, irnest Foust, 3ill iendza and Wm. Shelton?
«sesosilad the treat, recently, of talkinz to Dr. Xittell and Dr. sSunmers,
within a few minutes of each other., Suumers had called me for Kittell's
number so he could order a copy of his "I ‘as & Jewi liedic In Fa 's
3rd Army",., Kittell called me for ne had failed to get Summer's address.
ncidently, if you haven't rcad ittell's book, you can obtain one by
calling him at 1-512-596-2570.....sbout the same time as the above epi-
sode, .I talked to Llwmer JSiejel who is doing C.i., but wife Annie has
emphysema problems.....:iud a surprise visit, recently. Roy I'redrickson
(3) and his wife dropped in &t our .ntioca store and caugnt me in. Ve
had a good gabfest an of course won the war all over again. Roy is now
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retired with time to join us at 3t. iouis. Among many others whose
namesescape me now, iloy injuired about Ruschmeyer, ienry Ceci, Andy
uraff, Irank Fulton, 5ill ‘roan and Joe molnar most of whom will be

at the reunion.....daven't talked to General Sanders recently, but

will as soon as plans are a little further along. Surely hope the
tGeneral can fit the reunion into his scheduls for he does add something
special to the occasion.....vhile thinking of the officers in the
battalion and I'll probably niss someone, I nope we see Lee Conway,

Leo Bergeron, lLoward vllis, arry Goodman, %alter i.cFadden, Irving
Herrill, Leo Hurphy, iarvey Osborne, Gerry Ruschmeyer, Al Scoville,
LBill Shick, Andy Sontag, Dick Williams and Trank vrizht. T see I

missed John Xoss and I wonder what .ever happened to [ajor Williams,

Lt. Goodman and Lt. inazovich? siow, who did I wmiss?.....Have been in.
contact with Al Grimm several tiwme and learn ne is working on some

Kind of memorial in tribute to our nembers thut nave passed on, He
Promises to reveal his work at the reunion, A1 tells me Leslie and
Doris Smith stopped by, on their way to fo, vakota, Les has lost part
of a lung, but is doing fine, il's iouise is Just out of the hospital,
with her diabetes, but is doing 0.{......Loeser learned that Gumprecht
had passed away. We've put ais wife Joyce on the roster; she lives in
Crystal Lake, Il., and works at ice iiardware there.....8ud DeFeo is
tickled to be back in touch with ielpmate. ce separated from us and
Joined the 274th Armored srtillery sailing for Ingland in our same
convoy (USS John irickson). Iike the 284th, the 274th was also XX Corps
and traveled across irance along our same rata. iemory dims, but he
remembers well DLawes, Lembo, :.awkins, Prince, Mitzoerald and of course
sShick. Fitzgerald was also transferred to the 274th, DeFeo ran into

big Jerry Corrigan, in the hospital at Atlantic City (1945), As I
recall, Corrigan suffcred a concusion at Hamm and was lost to us. Capt.
Kittell and our medical crew will remember what a time we had handling
this big fellow, in the cramped quarters, in the little house in ilamm.
Does anyone know if Uorriian recovered from the wheel chair condition
he was in at the hospital? e¥co sent in o map of the path covered by
tne 274th and the account reuds almost like tnat of the 284th, but
their firing fell a little short of ours. .e fired something like 98
tilousand rounds of 105 muw and they S8641. “wo busy outfits! Deleo will
be at St.Louis, to renew old friendships.....Scton Ijams sent in .10
and a change of address. .e's retired now aand residing at Spears ilouse
R¥L 1, Bx, 168 3, Lowdoinham, e, If you happen up that way, stop by
and say nello.....fred Leltz anxious for the St. Touis reunion so he
can sive his new car « workout., Lowmas to set togetier with the Suith
twins for the trip. Ired sends greetings to Jou &ll,alons with a bit
of uemorabilia--a matchbook inscribed ".,3. ATuy, Camp Rucker Alabama!
«ess ROy Roeser is soiug it nlone since his wife ileen first suffered
@ broken hip followed 2 weeks Later by 2 secessive strokes from which
she failed to respoud. iloy says, "oy life now tekes another fork in the
road", .ow true, how truc!...,..iciard Joulinan has moved into a smaller
place--new address is 10550 urion, Rociford, wi. 49741, Dick and Sophie
cnjoyed tie mini "C" rcunion in Virginia and have already planned to jJoin
us at St. Louis.....oucih a nice letter from Jean and Joe Dizerolamo in
wihilch they explain the many obstacles preventing their attending past
reunions, but the way is cleurer now so we can count on seeing tihem at
St. Louis. lhey have 3 children, & %3 retarded boy born at the very time
we reuned at Vandalia, a uerricd daughter with 2 chaildren and a 20 year
old girl engaged to be marricd. <oe and one of our viedics, Darrell Hamel,
werc such close friends in tie service it would seem such an idesl time
to renew an old friendship. sarrell, please take note! “Yhe PDigerolamos
have a new address, 115 5, ..in, w00d River, Il. 62095.....Grace whiltney
writes belatedly that the Lord called Saeryl nowe Dec., 10th, 1985, She

is carrying on, with the help of two sons, rnowmas and Rodney, and a

daughter, Linda.....Jim Curney has a new address, 5 diddlewood Dr,
© ? o s H
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viedia, Fa., 19063...00.5 Dit of trivia by woy of Clair Schneider. Yhen
I works I works hard. Wuea 7 resis I rest easy and when I sits I just
falls asleep".....,.ind, souscone asked me and T.can't reiember who it
vas, what man's father came on board the Dominion wonarch just before

and U se nalcewlch had a grand

entire week in ondon, after traveling

we sailed? Anyone KhaOWT%.....L0r0toy
tour of ILngland. They spent a
tihe countryside. Tiey found
and Abergavenny had zrown
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Scenery beautiful and towns Cardiff
ievably. Thelr message ended,
Lron Lenny Clson and a victure,

see you
too. Lenny

looks s0 zood and seems to have surmounted tne handicap of a right side

stroke. Vhat a treat it would be o have henny at the reunion!.....%he
Fughs are so thankful thneir duushter and feamily escaped a terrible fate.
Following is the actual newspaper report of the incident which should be
warning to us all, v truveling. TFrom the Southern Illinoisan:

Blue-light handi
hits area family

By Cathy A. Monroe
Of the Southern illinoisan
Robert K. York of West Frankfort
and his 15-year-old son were aslee
early Sunday morning when his
wife, Mary Jane, pulled off Inter-,
state 24 about 10 miles north of
Nashville, Tenn., at the insistence
of a car with flashing blue lights.
Minutes later, the Yorks were

as we

sion of Nashville’s Metropolitan
Palice Department. Each robbery
has taken place on a lonely stretch
of interstate between midnight and
4 am., and each has involved a
young black man driving a dated
white or beige mid-sized car carry-
ing flashing blue lights in its grill.
The blue-light bandit seems to
prey on tourists, Stroud said. Only

0T gy

-4

w

P07,

robbed of $2,500 of their Florida va-
cation money and were left shaking
from a shotgun blast in the dash-
board of their 1985 Torino.

“You aren’t really scared when
i’s happening,” said Richard York,
15, whose pocket money provided
the family’s only means of financ-
ing the hurried return trip to South-
ern Illinois. “It's only when it’s
over and you realize what could
have happened to you.”

The Yorks were victims of a gun-
point scam that’s been enacted at
least five times since June 6 on the
interstates feeding Nashville, a
popular tourist spot and pass-
through point for vacationers from
Southern Illinois. _

“Everything’s been the same
each time,” said Bill Stroud, a de-
tective in the armed robbery divi-

two of his victims have been from
the Nashvillearea.——————

In each incident, he has threaten-
ed his victims with a gun. How-
ever, he has been reported as firing
it only twice, first into a tire to dis-
able one victim and then into the
Yorks' dashboard.

‘“He could very easily have killed
all of us,” Robert York, 40, said.

“There are so many people from

here that go through Nashville,” he -

added. “T just want to tell them,
‘For God’s sake, don’t stop. Go to a
gas station before you pull over.” »
Nashville  police: cars are
equipped with blue rather than red
lights, and undercover officers
often drive cars with lights hidden
in the grillwork, Stroud said.
“Honestly, if you see blue lights,
you've got to pull over,” he said,

_ .. Photoby STEPHEN|
Victims: Mary Jane and Rob-
ert York of West Frankfort

“but I'd make sure it was a well-
lighted area so you can tell if it's a
police car.”

Moreover, Stroud said, most
police will tip off motorists who de-
cline to stop for a flashing blue

Waie’s
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light by turning on their sirens.

de're thankful, just as the ruzhs are, that the e
tragedy. We'll likely s more of
from Lel and Betty Lonaldson, from
lives seeing bears, caribou, fox, whales, otters, along with beautiful
scenery, What a tarill 1t must be, to torow back 40 and 50 pound fish
(salmon) because you cain keep but two, We'll see these two at St. Touis,
csscoAnother lost sheep aus returnsd to the fold, in the name of John

pisode didn't end in
the story at the reunion.....A card
alaska, having tne time of their

e
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Flanagan, Welcomne back, .onn! iore to see you in 5t. Louis.....We hear
from Sob and ilelen mielke occasionally. id'hey use our vitamins and need
to replenish their supply, from time to tiue, hey have a new grandson,
to fuss over, wien they're not fisning from tiheir cottage on the Ilam-
beau Flowage. iowve to set upy to sce e ie, particularly when
the fish are bitinzg...,.uoris and Teslie (Suitty) smith are anxious
for reunion tiue. gy uissed the last oLe, because of Smitty's lung
operation, but things isht now.....4 long, lousg letter frow Faul
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end Angie Boehm, from their home in iobsony Tx. Can't cover their whole
tour, but -suffice it to say it covered 5000 miles from Tulsa to 5t. Louis,
Indianapolis to Belle Isle, the Ford luseum, Jiagara T2lls and on to
Ottawa and kontreal, Portland :ie., i.7. City and the Statue of Liberty,
then Washington and on home. Angie and faul, what a beautiful trip!...
..attempted to call Al Grimm, a couple of days ago and found his phone
had been disconected., Don't know what to think and nope my fears are
unfounded. Have written him so hope word comes from him QUIiCKlYeease
A last minute address change for Anthony Lembo, 2025 Yorkitown 3lvd.,
Toms River, H.J. 08753, Tony and Dee had such a good time at Williams-
port, they wouldn't think of passing up St. Louis. Tony retired last
rebruary and says how good it is to Just do nothing. Of course a little
golf, a little fishing doesn't come under the heading of work. Tony and
Dee have 3 children and 5 grandchildren. Their last boy is getting
married, he's the one who served on the wavy Ship Himitz for 4 years.
-.e..Received a sample copy of & new magazine available appropriately
named "WORLD WAR IIV published by impire Press 105 Loudoun St. S.W.,
Leesburg, Va. 22075 (22.95). Very interesting and a first class public-
ation. Should be available on the newstand,....With each card or letter
comes the juestion as to my health., Am nappy to report that I seem to
be doing real well. With all the supplements I take sometimes I think
I'11 probably turn into a tablet, but all kidding.aside I was diagnosed
a8 having Cryoglobulinemia, <rankly, I have but one of the wain symptons,
numb hands and feet so T can't accept the diagnosis and T've learned to
live with the handicep. T've ot to keep moving good, in order %o keep
up witi Jerri my child bride.....dappy to bring this. bulletin to a close,
with the announcenent that our 1987 Reunion at St. Touis will be held
on_ the 11th, 12th and 13th of September. ihe motel or hotel headguarters
wvill be announced later., Jr, John Sumuers and his wife "Dabel will
orgenize the affair and taey sromise a busy and enjoyable three days.
I1ey encourage everyone to check in on the 10th, so not a minute of the
: is missed. ‘hen the time comes 4o make reservavions, full
Lo_rou via newsletter, If need be, Or. Summers

[ S ?
ve reached at \(~314-843~3823, In ‘the meantime, get busy and spread
‘:-IOI‘C}. . e e ————————————
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onRY CZRISUEAS to each and every:one 0f you.and may G0D treat you
xindly.,

SOARY FOR THE Lousy” JOB OF DypL!CR riNe —
MY" STENCIL cUTTER AECTED VP AN2 No T/ME
FOR REFAIR, — . 3 .,



LEST ANYONE EVER FORGET "HELPMATES" CONTRIBUTION/

HTDADQUARTERS 5th THFAHTRY DIVISION ARTILLIY APO i5, U.3, Army
SUBJECT: Commendation. 13 Qulnber 1944
T0 ¢ Lt. Col. iHorace L. Sanders, Commanding 284th Tield Artillery

Battalion. (Thru Military Channels.)

i 1. 284th Field Artillery Bn (light, 105 mm HOW) was attached to
5th Infantry Division Artillery on 25 iug. 1944, detached on 27 Aug. 1944
and reattached on 30 Aug. 1944.

2. The period during which the battalion has been attached has
included the actions at MUWTERBAYU and KOGLLT, the passage of the Rivers
SEINL and MARNE, the liberation of Reims, the actions in the vicinity of
the FORET de ARGCHNY and of ViRDUd, the liberation of VERDUn, the passage
of the givgﬁ lieuse, the advance fo the vicinity of the fortress of HETZ
and théa bolt that fortress, including the passaze of the River HCOSLLLE,

- the establishment and maintenance of a bridgehead .tast of that river and
the attacks upon the FORTIFILD GROUT DRIANT.

3. Throughout all the period noted, the conduct of the 284th 7 A
Bn has been exemplary and its military performance of the highest order.
Delivery of fire by the battalion has met every requirement and I have
had several occasions to congratulate both you and vour command,

4. Tt is desired to commend boti yvou and vour battalion for the
fine and soldierly performance and to express the hope that you mey
soon again be attached to this command.

5/ He C. Yanderveer
B/ H. O, VAUDERVESR
: brigadier General, U. 3. Army
HCV/wm Commanding
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RONNI! POLSON
22678 W. Loon Lake Bivd.
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AELPMA TE :S _/r/o Moses Sweeteall (lHg)
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