
'i 4thInd
lWDQUJ\RTIDS, 284th "F. .A..En.,.APO403, U. S. Arr.ry, 24Apr:iJ.1945.

TO: The Officers and lkn of the 284th Field Art:iJ.IQry Battalion.

1.. It is 'with.1]. feeling of groat pride and haPpiness that I pass on
to you this cor.!1!1endr.itionfrom the Commanding Officer, Fifth Ranger Batta-
lion, 'Vlith its indorsements b-f the Corps, Corps ilrtfllery, and Group
cOI1'JDanders. To be invited to shm-c "lith the gallant Rangers credi. t for a
difficult mission successfully connleted, is to reach the heights in valor
and heroic achiovement. . .
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2. We have alrc1\dy coul'lted the cost of this operrtion :ill men k:iJ.led
end woul'lded. We kno\1 how mC'.nyof our comrades have suffered grievous
wounds in the accoDl)lishment of our mission. We kno\'{ how difficult it has
been t,o replace in. 'oUr hearts ::>ndin our military tC:>IDthose who m:>.de ...
];>os5ibl" our art:iJ.lery support in this operation. Yet, "\1,,-,draw from.tKiif -
o'JcrC'.tion too kn01'rlco.ge th:>.t 'V,.;have again fulf:iJ.led the highest traditions
of' the field artillory. In the knowledge that wo s.:.ved many a Ranger from
dC£I.th on that batt10field lies the comfort for tho:J01'mo c>rc now missing
froJ;Il our rolls. The memory of thoso d<\jrs when ro occ\l1)iod position in the
vicinity of HamroYfill livo forever in our mer.\oI"J.

. 3. May I congr~tulate you, oach raan of the bat~"lion, for the splendid
d0votion to duty that led you into thoce difficult days and, nights at .Hamm,.
andnt Sarrig, and "Which resulted in the completion of one of the most
glorious periods of our batt:>lion history. No unit has eV"<irfollowed so
w:iJ.lingly the dict8;~ec of the spirit of too Red Guidon and no unit has ever
performed more g<1lbntly on tho field of battle t.han did you in those
difficult days and nights. I 8Jil honorod to be the cOIID1\<?nd0rof such a
battali9n.
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